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The Enduring Value of Godly Wisdom 
(Parts 1 & 2) 

Text – Proverbs 8 
 

Wisdom implies the “skillful use of knowledge” or the right use of knowledge. 
 

Proverbs 7 considered an adulterous woman’s call to a “young man void of 
understanding” (7:7), and portrayed how she lured him (7:8-21) to his death (7:22-27). 

 
Introduction - Proverbs 8 amplifies the call of wisdom. 
 
 A. Two rhetorical questions: Proverbs 8:1 – “Doth not wisdom cry? And 

understanding put forth her voice?” 
 

B. If your heart seeks wisdom, and your ears are opened to her voice, you will hear: (Proverbs 
3:2-5) 

 
1. Wisdom’s                 in every avenue of life. (8:2-3) 

 
Proverbs 8:2-3 – “She [Wisdom] standeth in the top of high places [where cities were 
built-in ancient times], by the way in the places of the paths [where roads meet or 
intersect].  
3 She crieth at the gates [where city elders sat in judgment], at the entry of the city, at 
the coming in at the doors [in shops and places of commerce].” 

 
  2. Wisdom’s                –  Proverbs 8:4 -  4Unto you, O men, I call; And my voice is   
          to the sons of man.  
 

3. Wisdom’s                         - Proverbs 8:5 - 5O ye simple, understand wisdom: And,   
        ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart. 

 
I. The priceless                         of wisdom (Proverbs 8:6-11) 
 

A. Solomon employs five adjectives to describe the inherent                        of wisdom’s                              
___________ (8:6-9). Wisdom’s message is: 

 
  1. “speak of                         things” (8:6a) 
 

Proverbs 8:6 – “Hear [Hearken; perceive]; for I [Wisdom] will speak of excellent 
things [honorable; noble]; and the opening [utterance] of my lips shall be right 
things [upright in character].” 

 
2. “                          things” (8:6b) – Right; straightforward; Upright in character 

 
  3. “                     ” (8:7) 
 

Proverbs 8:7 – “For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness  
[morally wrong] is an abomination [reprehensible] to my lips.” 

 
  4. “                                  ” (8:8) – True and loyal [i.e. to a king or ruler] 
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Proverbs 8:8 – “All the words of my mouth are in righteousness;  
there is nothing froward or perverse in them.” 

 
  5. “                       ” (8:9) – Blameless; upright; uncompromised 
 

Proverbs 8:9 – “They [words of wisdom] are all plain [straight; straight forward; honest] to 
him that understandeth [perceive; discern], and right to them that find knowledge.” [note 
vs. 6 – “right things”].” 

 
B. Solomon described the enduring                         of wisdom (Proverbs 8:10-11) 

 
Proverbs 8:10-11 - “Receive [lay hold; seize] my instruction [reproof; correction], and not 
silver; and knowledge [cunning; discernment] rather than choice gold.  
11 For wisdom [discernment to make right choices] is better than rubies; and all the things 
that may be desired [wealth; possessions; fame] are not to be compared to it [wisdom].” 

 
1.                           and                           are not received to the exclusion of silver, gold and 

fine jewelry; but they pale in comparison (8:10-11a). 
 

2. A wise man’s passion is for                       , and not                      (8:11b). 
 

Proverbs 8:11b - “…and all the things that may be desired [wealth; possessions; 
fame] are not to be compared to it [wisdom].” 

 
II. Wisdom’s                      character 
 
 A. Wisdom is                             (Proverbs 8:12). [Insightful; discerning] 
 
  1. Wisdom and prudence co-habit (8:12a). 
 

Proverbs 8:12 – “I wisdom dwell with prudence [godly shrewdness; insight; discernment], 
and find out [acquire] knowledge of witty inventions.  

 
  2. Wisdom gives insight and discernment into the ways of the wicked (8:12b). 
 
 B. Wisdom is                    (Proverbs 8:13). 
 

Proverbs 8:13 – “13 The fear [worship and reverence] of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, 
and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.” 

 
  1. Those who “fear [worship and reverence] the Lord” will “                          ” (8:13a). 
 
  2. Three progressive traits of evil that God hates (8:13) 
 
   a. “                   , and                          ” (8:13b; Isaiah 14; Proverbs 16:18) 
 

Proverbs 16:18 – “Pride goeth before destruction, 
and an haughty spirit before a fall.” 

 
   b. “the                way” (8:13c; 1 John 2:15-16) – Wisdom hates the way of the wicked. 
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c. “the                         mouth” (8:13d) – Wicked speech;  

 
III. The                       of Wisdom in                             (Proverbs 8:14-16) 
 

Proverbs 8:14-16 – “Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom [knowledge]: I [Wisdom] am 
understanding [discernment]; I [wisdom] have strength [might; power].  
15 By me kings reign, and princes decree justice.  
16 By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth.” 

 
A. Wisdom is the basis of sound                           (Proverbs 8:14-16). 

 
B. The                           of wisdom:                         is the legacy of                      who possess and 

exercise godly wisdom. (8:14d-16) 
 

Proverbs 8:15-16 – “15 By me [wisdom] kings reign, and princes decree justice.  
16 By me [wisdom] princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth.” 

 
IV. The                         of Wisdom (Proverbs 8:17-21) 
 
 A. Wisdom’s                            (Proverbs 8:17) 
 

Proverbs 8:17 – “I [Wisdom] love [like; befriend; have affection; desire] them that 
love [desire] me; and those that seek me early [seek diligently; rising early] shall 
find [acquire; attain] me.” 

 
 B. Wisdom’s                          (Proverbs 8:18-21) – Four rewards: 
 

Proverbs 8:18 – “Riches [wealth] and honour [glory; high reputation] are with me [i.e. 
wisdom]; yea, durable [valued; hereditary—i.e. worth passing on] riches [wealth; 
substance] and righteousness [uprightness; moral virtue].” 

 
  1. Temporal                      blessings: “Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable    
           riches…” (8:18) 
 
  2. Personal                        [“Riches and honour are with me …” - 8:18] 
 

Proverbs 8:19 – “My [wisdom’s] fruit [reward] is better [best; more pleasing or 
pleasant] than gold, yea, than fine [pure] gold; and my revenue [increase; gain] than 
choice silver [i.e. money].” 

3.                           - The third reward of wisdom is justice (Proverbs 8:20). 

Proverbs 8:20 – “I [wisdom] lead [walk; behave] in the way [path; manner] of 
righteousness [moral virtue; justice], in the midst of the paths of judgment [law and order]:” 

 
4.                                 - Will not go wanting (Proverbs 8:21) 

 
Proverbs 8:21 – “That I [wisdom] may cause those that love [like; befriend; 
desire] me [wisdom] to inherit substance [wealth]; and I will fill [satisfy; overflow] their 
treasures [storehouses; treasury].” 
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V. Jesus Christ: The                              of wisdom (Proverbs 8:22-31) 
 

A. We have seen the instructions of                         as a source of wisdom for sons and daughters.  
(Proverbs 1:8-9; 4:1; 6:20-21) 

 
 B. Wisdom is characterized as more than instruction; it is represented as a                    
  bearing the characteristics of                         in Proverbs 8:22-31. 
 
  1. Wisdom dwelt with the                     before                    (Proverbs 8:22-26). 
 

Proverbs 3:19 – “The LORD by wisdom hath founded the 
earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens.” 

 
Proverbs 8:22-23 – “The LORD [Jehovah; Yahweh; Eternal, Self-existent 
God] possessed [birthed; begotten; created] me [Wisdom] in the beginning [first] of his 
way, before his works of old.  
23 I [Wisdom] was set up [ordained; anointed] from everlasting [eternal; perpetual; without 
end], from the beginning, or ever [ancient time; antiquity] the earth was [i.e. before the 
earth was created]. 

    
Proverbs 8:24-26 – “24 When there were no depths [deep places in the sea], I was brought 
forth; when there were no fountains [springs] abounding with water. 
 25 Before the mountains were settled [lit. sink down; note – we know there are mountain 
ranges in the ocean], before the hills was I [Wisdom] brought forth [formed]: 
 26 While as yet He had not made [created; wrought] the earth, nor the fields, nor the 
highest part of the dust [clay; ground] of the world.” 

 
2. Our Lord is the Creator, and God of All                    . (Proverbs 8:27-31) 

 
Proverbs 8:27-31 – “When He [the LORD - Jehovah; Yahweh; Eternal, Self-existent 
God] prepared [established; fashioned] the heavens, I [Wisdom - Christ] was there: when 
He set a compass [circle; i.e. globe] upon the face of the depth:  
28 When He established the clouds above: when He strengthened 
the fountains [surface] of the deep [deep waters]:  
29 When He gave to the sea His decree [law; set boundaries of the sea], that the waters 
should not pass His commandment: when He appointed the foundations of the earth:  
30 Then I [Wisdom-Christ] was by [with; beside] Him, as one brought up [Architect] with 
Him: and I [Wisdom] was daily His delight [joy], rejoicing always before Him;  
31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of His earth; and my [Wisdom-Christ] delights [joy; 
pleasure] were with the sons of men.” 

 
Hebrews 11:3 – “Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word 

of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.” 
 
Conclusion – Wisdom’s final appeal to sinners (8:32-36) 
 

A. “Wisdom,” though often characterized as a maiden in Proverbs (feminine in form), was 
ultimately personified in                                        . 
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1. “Uncommon Common Sense,” was embodied in the person of                      , the Living, 
Eternal Word of God, the Word made flesh (John 1:15).   

 
2. Consider Proverbs 8:32… 

 
Proverbs 8:32 – “[Wisdom personified in Jesus Christ speaks] Now therefore 
hearken [hear; obey; listen] unto me, O ye children [sons and daughters of faith and 
covenant]: for blessed [prosperous and happiness not dependent on one’s circumstances] are 
they that keep [observe; heed; guard] my ways [course; manner; conduct].” 

 
3. The promise to all who come in childlike faith is a “                      ” life, happiness not 

dependent on one’s circumstances. The invitation continues: 
 

Proverbs 8:33-34 - Hear [hearken to; listen; obey] instruction [correction; doctrine; 
warnings; reproofs], and be wise [act wisely], and refuse [avoid; let go] it not.  
34 Blessed [prosperous; happy] is the man that heareth [continually hears, obeys and 
listens] me, watching [keeping watch diligently] daily [continually; always] at my 
gates [doors], waiting [standing guard] at the posts of my doors [in God’s Word; in our 
day, the true Church where the Word is preached]. 

 
B. Proverbs 8:35-36 closes the chapter with a contrast between two hearts.  

 
1. The heart of man who                           the Word, and believes Christ died for his sin. 

(8:35) 
 

Proverbs 8:35 – 35 For whoso findeth me [wisdom personified in Jesus Christ] findeth life, 
and shall obtain favour of the LORD.” 

 
2. The sinner who                          to believe and rejects Jesus Christ at the loss of his soul. 

(8:36) 
 

Proverbs 8:36 – 36 But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that 
hate me [wisdom; Christ] love death.” 


